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CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 1948 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO, LI 

SUBJECT: LIBERIA AT 202 SESSION OF ILO GOVERNING BODY 


REFS: 

(A) STATE 059159, 

(B) MONROVIA 0699 (NOTAL) 

(C) MONROVIA 0432 (NOTAL) 

(D) 76 MONROVIA 5625 (NOTAL) 

(E) STATE 028274 (NOTAL) 

(F) GENEVA 6293 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS REPORTED REFS B AND C, THIS POST EXPECTED THE LIBERIAN 
DELEGATION AT THE RECENT ILO GOVERNING BODY (GB) MEETING TO 
COORDINATE CLOSELY WITH OAU MEMBERS ITS POSITION ON THE U.S.- 
BACKED ATTEMPT TO CLOSE THE BOOK ON 1974 ILO RESOLUTION CONDEMNING 
ISRAEL. ALTHOUGH REPEATEDLY STRESSING ITS DESIRE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES REMAIN IN THE ILO, THE GOL MADE NO COMMITMENT IN PRE-GENEVA 
CONTACTS HERE TO SUPPORT OUR POSITION ON THIS SPECIFIC ISSUE. 

IN ATTEMPTING TO RESPOND TO REFTEL A, WHAT WE DON'T KNOW IS 
WHETHER THE LIBERIAN POSITION ON THE RESOLUTION ACTUALLY DID 
REPRESENT THE OAU CONSENSUS. 
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2. IF F.THET .BERT COOPER WAS THE SPOKESMAN FOR LIBERIA AT THE GB, 

WE ASSUME THAT JUST AS HE ENJOYED ASSUMING THE ROLE OF SPOKESMAN FOR 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS SUPPORTING PLO CAUSE AT 1976 WORLD 
EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE (REF F), HE SEIZED UPON THIS ISSUE AS 
ANOTHER CHANCE TO GRANDSTAND. AS REPORTED REF D, COOPER IS A 
BIT BOMBASTIC AND IS NOT SEEN AS OVERLY SYMPATHETIC TO U.S. 
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CONCERNS AT THE ILO. 

3. SINCE THE RESOLUTION ISSUE WAS RAISED WITH GOL OFFICIALS 
JANUARY 14 AND JANUARY 24-25 AND GIVEN THE GOL DELEGATION'S 
EARLY DEPARTURE FOR EUROPE, THIS POST MADE NO FURTHER DEMARCHES 
ON ISSUE IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 14 GB MEETING. 

4. SINCE RECEIPT REFTEL A, AMBASSADOR HAS RAISED ISSUE OF 
LIBERIAN PERFORMANCE AT ILO MEETINGS WITH MINISTER FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS TOWNSEND, EMPHASIZING THAT GOL MUST MAKE 
CLEAR WHETHER IT WANTS TO RUN WITH THE HOUNDS OR WITH THE HARES. 
TOWNSENT CLEARLY NOT "AU COURANT" AND ASKED FOR FURTHER BRIEFINGS 
AS WE LOOKED INTO LIBERIA'S GENEVA DELEGATION POSITION ON ILO 
RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING TEXT OF 
LIBERIAN REPRESENTATIVES' REMARKS AT GB MEETING. IT WOULD ALSO 
BE USEFUL FOR US TO KNOW REACTION OF HIS AFRICAN COLLEAGUES TO 
HIS CLAIM TO BE THEIR SPOKESMAN. 

CARTER 
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